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other provision that the Department of Jus-
tice advised would have unconstitutionally in-
fringed upon the President’s appointment
powers under the Constitution. I am pleased
that, working closely with Members of Con-
gress in both the House and Senate, great
strides were taken to address each of these
important concerns.

In signing H.R. 3452, I am particularly
gratified that it extends, as a matter of law,
the protections of the Family and Medical
Leave Act (FMLA) to White House employ-
ees. I took steps after the passage of the
FMLA to apply its protections to White
House staff as a matter of policy—so that
White House staff have enjoyed the same
protections that the FMLA has brought to
12 million American families. This Act now
applies FMLA as a matter of law, so that
future Presidents will be bound to give their
employees the same rights that I have af-
forded voluntarily.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 26, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3452, approved October 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–331.

Statement on Signing the National
Invasive Species Act of 1996
October 26, 1996

I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 4283,
the ‘‘National Invasive Species Act of 1996.’’

This legislation will help to control the un-
intentional introduction and spread of
invasive species, such as zebra mussel,
throughout the waters of our Nation. The
damage such species cause to our environ-
ment and the economy, including our fish-
eries, is significant and continues to increase.

H.R. 4283 will establish a national vol-
untary ballast water management program to
reduce the threat of additional pest species
entering our waters. The bill also includes
provisions to support important research and
demonstrations of new technologies for com-
bating aquatic nuisance species.

This bill is an important tool to safeguard
our economic and environmental resources,
and I am pleased to sign it.

NOTE: H.R. 4283, approved October 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–332.

Remarks Announcing Anti-Cancer
Initiatives
October 27, 1996

The President. Thank you so much.
Thank you. First of all, thank you all for join-
ing me on this beautiful, beautiful Sunday
afternoon to discuss our common efforts to
fight cancer.

I want to thank Secretary Shalala and Dr.
Susan Blumenthal for their tireless service
on behalf of women throughout America. I
thank Dr. Harold Varmus, the Director of
the National Institutes of Health; Dr. Rich-
ard Klausner, the Director of the National
Cancer Institute; and Dr. Stephen Joseph,
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health. They have all been instrumental in
the efforts we are here to talk about today.

And thank you, Jane Reese-Coulbourne,
for your courage, your dedication, your will-
ingness to come up here and make a public
statement today that represents the feelings,
the convictions, the interests, and the hopes
of millions and millions of people throughout
the United States.

Let me thank all the survivors and advo-
cates who are here today and who fight the
battle against cancer every day for all the rest
of us.

Our Nation is only as strong as our families
are healthy. I have devoted a lot of time and
thought to the question of what we need to
do to help strong families survive and thrive
and increase as we move into the 21st cen-
tury. We have to help more people succeed
at home and at work. But clearly, we have
to help people live as long and as well as
they can and then help families have the sup-
port they need when their family members
are ill. That’s why I was glad to sign the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill to preserve health in-
surance options for people when a family
member has been sick; why I was proud to
sign the bill that bans insurance companies
from forcing mothers and their newborn ba-
bies out of the hospital after 24 hours; why
in our new balanced budget there are funds
for more regular mammograms for women
on Medicare and funds to give respite care
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for families who are caring for members with
Alzheimer’s.

We have an enormous opportunity as we
stand on the brink of this new century to
take advantage of scientific possibilities, to
help people live as long, as well as they can,
and to build stronger families in the process.
Nothing is more devastating to a family’s
strength than when someone is diagnosed
with a life-threatening disease like cancer. As
Jane said, I know about this from my own
family’s experience, and nearly every family
does. This year alone nearly 1.4 million
American men, women, and children will be
diagnosed with some kind of cancer. This is
the 25th anniversary of the National Cancer
Act, and in those 25 years we’ve come a long
way in the fight.

This month is also breast cancer awareness
month, a time to remember the terrible toll
breast cancer has taken, to assess our
progress, to redouble our efforts to find a
cure. That’s why I wanted us to come to-
gether today, to talk about the new steps we
are taking in the fight against cancer and
breast cancer, in particular.

Since I took office we have mounted a
comprehensive campaign to prevent and
treat cancer. We are working to get tobacco
out of our children’s lives forever. We have
accelerated FDA approval of cancer drugs
and made it easier for patients to obtain
promising therapies before they are formally
approved. The Department of Health and
Human Services, the Department of De-
fense, NASA, and the CIA have all joined
forces to develop cutting edge imaging tech-
nology for the early detection of cancer.

Most important of all, as has been said,
we’ve increased spending on cancer research,
treatment, and prevention by some $400 mil-
lion. In the battle against breast cancer we’ve
increased funding for research and preven-
tion by nearly 80 percent since 1993. We
launched a public awareness campaign to en-
courage older women to use Medicare to
have mammograms. And my balanced budg-
et goes even further, as I said. It will guaran-
tee free annual mammograms to Medicare
beneficiaries, removing all financial barriers
that prevent some women from obtaining
this vitally important test.

We are making progress. The survival rate
has gone up. Seven out of 10 children with
cancer survive it. That’s up from one out of
10 just 25 years ago. The death rate for breast
cancer has gone down every year in the last
7, has dropped by nearly 8 percent since
1990. Just last week, the NIH announced a
milestone in the human genome project,
which is identifying the location and function
of nearly every human gene. We’ve now
mapped out 20 percent of all human genes,
and anyone can use that map on the Internet.
Soon we will know the genes that contribute
to cancer and our genetic predisposition to
inherit it and possibly then be able to prevent
it before it strikes.

But as far as we have come, we still have
far to go. We must continue to build on our
progress and strengthen our efforts. Today
I announced three new steps to bring us clos-
er to a cure and to improve the lives of those
who do survive.

First, we know that genetic research may
be the key to understanding and curing
breast cancer. In the last 2 years, scientists
have discovered two genes that indicate sus-
ceptibility to breast cancer. This remarkable
discovery is giving hope to women every-
where. Last month I signed a budget that
reflects our values in devoting substantial re-
sources to cancer research. Today I’m an-
nouncing we are directing $30 million of that
new budget to support and expand breast
cancer genetic research at hospitals, univer-
sities, and labs all across America. This step
represents a major increase in breast cancer
genetic research. It will ensure the develop-
ment of this promising new research and
bring us that much closer to a cure.

Second, we must all use the technology
and we must use all the technology at our
disposal to give women the information they
need about breast cancer. We must unite the
forces of the public and private sectors to
achieve that goal. That’s why I’m pleased to
announce the launch of the new National Ac-
tion Plan on Breast Cancer web site on the
Internet. This is easily accessible. The web
site address is right over there. It will answer
the questions women have about early detec-
tion, clinical trials, and much more.

And finally, there’s no greater proof of the
progress we’ve made than the more than 10
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million Americans who have survived cancer.
Many have special psychological, physical,
and health care counseling needs that we are
only beginning to understand. Some face re-
currence of their illness. Some can’t get
health insurance. I’m proud to have passed
landmark legislation to guarantee that cancer
survivors will no longer live in fear of losing
that health insurance just because they have
a preexisting condition.

Today I announced that this Friday, No-
vember 1st, the National Cancer Institute
will open its new Office of Cancer Survivor-
ship. The office will support much needed
research that will help cancer survivors deal
with the problems they face even after their
cancer is cured. Dr. Anna Meadows will be
the Director of the Office of Cancer Survi-
vorship, and I thank her for her willingness
to do this ground-breaking service on behalf
of people with cancer who have survived it
all across America.

These steps help us to put science at the
service of our families and say we will do
whatever it takes to continue the fight until
there is a cure for cancer. And we will do
everything we can to improve the lives of
those who do survive.

Just a few moments ago I signed a piece
of the Ribbon of Hope. This yellow ribbon,
which is already over 750 feet long in its en-
tirety, has been signed by more than 10,000
cancer survivors around the world. The First
Lady was the first person to sign the ribbon,
and I was honored to place my own signature
alongside that of so many courageous people.
The ribbon is a symbol of the hope that sus-
tains people in their struggle with cancer. It
is also a symbol of the progress we have made
and the progress still to come in our common
fight.

And now I’d like to present that piece of
the Ribbon of Hope that I signed to Erin
Schraibman, herself a cancer survivor, a very
brave young girl whom I have very much en-
joyed meeting today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

[At this point, the President presented the
ribbon to Erin Schraibman.]

The President. We’re adjourned.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Jane Reese-Coulbourne, executive
vice president, National Breast Cancer Coalition.

Remarks in Springfield, Virginia
October 27, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Well, ladies and gentlemen, Sen-
ator Robb called me about a week ago, and
he said, ‘‘You know, my father-in-law was the
last Democrat to carry the State of Virginia.
But I think if you’ll come across the river
and see us, you might be the next.’’ And here
I am.

I want to thank Chuck Robb and his won-
derful wife, Lynda, for being such great
friends to Hillary and to me for, well, a long,
long time now. I want to thank him for his
courage, his character, and his integrity in
serving the people of Virginia and setting a
model for people all across America. I want
to thank Congressman Jim Moran and Con-
gressman Bobby Scott for the work they’ve
done for you and for America, and I’m glad
you’re sending them back to the Congress
to serve for 2 more years.

Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Don
Beyer, for your leadership and for your fu-
ture leadership for Virginia. Thank you, Sen-
ator Yvonne Miller. Thank you, Kate Hanley.
Thank you, Sue Wrenn, and thank you, Ellen
Malcolm. Thank you, Bruce Hornsby, for
playing the national anthem and for always
being there for us.

And I want to thank the Lee High School
Band over here. Let’s give them a hand, the
high school band. [Applause] Thank you for
being here. I’d also like to tell you today,
since our campaign is about the 21st century,
I brought with me the President’s adviser on
science and technology—a key to the 21st
century—a seventh generation Virginian, Dr.
Jack Gibbons. Thank you for coming with
me, Jack.

Folks, on any day this would be a great
crowd in Virginia. But on this beautiful fall
day, when the Redskins are playing and on
a streak and the Marine Corps Marathon is
going on, this is an unbelievable crowd.
Thank you for being here.

Of course, you know, ever since I saw that
ad with Chuck Robb’s body and Mark War-
ner’s head, I thought maybe you showed up
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